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God Knows

BY THE EDITOR

“But He knows the way that | take; when He has
tried me, | shall come forth as gold” Job 23:10

. T the beginning of this chapter, Job all but despairsof hislotinlife. “Even
today is my complaint bitter; my stroke is heavier than my groaning” (Job
23:2). Thenin verseten Job now seeksthe calming presence of the Lord in the midst
of hiscalamity — “HE KNOWS’! Job recognizesthat God’ s (although He be unseen)
knowledge of his situation brings him comfort and hope. “Behold, | go forward, but
Heisnot there, and backward, but | cannot perceive Him: Ontheleft hand, whereHe
doeswork, but | cannot behold Him: He hides Himself on theright hand, that | cannot
seeHim” (vs. 8,9). If today God noticesthefall of the sparrow and numbersthe hairs
on our head, we can also rest assured in all occasions and situations, that God knows
all about us. (Matthew 20:29,39) The confidencethat Job heldfast towasnot only that
God knew, but that the end result would be gold.

His Attribute of Omniscience

“For his eyesare upon the ways of man, and He seesall hisgoings’ (Job 34:21).
“The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good” (Proverbs
15:3). Thisthrilling truth communicateseither distressor comfort. If your lifeisfilled
with sin, you may justify and seek to deny it, but God still knows. To the genuine
Christian (thereisno other kind), thisfact meansreal comfortinour trials, difficulties,
temptations, and sorrows. All of these positions are promised to us. Our God hasfull
knowledge of such and goesthrough them with us, and we shall bethe better for them.
Weknow that Job did not fully understand the way hetook, but God did. Many times
God uses heredity and environmental circumstances as powerful influences upon us.
They cannot beignored. So little do we know theway wetake. “O Lord, | know that
theway of manisnotinhimself; itisnotinmanthat walkstodirect hissteps’ (Jeremiah
10:23). Job knew the way hetook. “My foot has held His steps, Hisway have | kept,
and not declined. Neither havel goneback fromthecommandmentsof Hislips; | have
esteemed the words of His mouth more than my necessary food” (Job 23:11,12). Our
failures are the result of lightly esteeming God's commandments.

TheWay We Take
Friend of mind, which road have you chosen to travel? Are you on the broad or
narrow way? “ Enter youin at the strait gate; for wideisthe gate, and broad istheway,
that leads to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat. Because strait isthe
gate, and narrow isthe way, that leadsto life, and few there be that find it” (Matthew

7:13,14). The larger crowd that sur-
rounds us is headed toward the gate to
hell. Fewwill reachheaven’ sgate. Afraid
of being different and separate from this
world’ scrowd? “ Sothen every oneof us
shall give account of himself to God”
(Romans 14;12).

Put tothe Test

Remember, it is God Who tries us.
He aready knows us and needs no fur-
ther revelation. The fiery trials we go
through are for the purpose of revealing
ourselvesto our personal consciousness.
We learn patience in suffering. Itisso
sad that many accept Satan as the cause
of their troubles. Thisisnot soaccording
to the Scriptures. (Have you read our
printed booklet, “GIVENOPLACETO
THEDEVIL”? Writefor your free copy
today!) Remember, Satan had to secure
God's permission before touching Job.
Haveyou noticed Job’ sreactionwhenhe
lost hisherds, servants, and hischildren,
as recorded in chapter one? “The Lord
gave, and the Lord has taken away;
blessed be the Name of the Lord” (Job
1:21). What marvelous comfort comes
when we realize that no matter what
agent the Lord might choose, it is God
whoistestingus. JesusChristsaid, “ The
cup which my Father hasgiven me, shall
| not drink it?" (John 18:11) When it
becomes our turn, let’ s accept the* cup”
as from our Father’s hand.

It iseasy to question God’' s dealing
withus. Why me, when so many arewell
and healthy? Why should others be
spared their loved onesand minetaken?
“Oman, who areyou that replies against
God? Shall thething formed say to Him
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that formed it, why have you made me thus? (Romans 9:20) It is a serious sin to
guestionthedealingsof our Creator. All of Hisactionswith usmust befiltered through
His love, grace, and mercy. “Wherein you greatly rejoice (His glorious salvation),
though now for aseason, if need be, you arein heavinessthrough manifoldtemptations
(trials): That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that
perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found to praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Peter 1:6). “Beloved, think it not strange
concerning thefiery trial whichisto try you, asthough some strange thing happened
unto you; but rejoice, inasmuch asyou are partakers of Christ’ ssufferings, that, when
hisglory shall bereveal ed, you may beglad alsowith exceedingjoy” (I Peter 4:12,13).

The Ultimate End

“l SHALL COME FORTH AS GOLD.” Job knew he was not gold (perfect).
Thereismuch drossin us, but God isworking daily within our lives as His children.
Notice Job’s full assurance and confidence: “I shall come forth shining as gold.”
Where doesthat come from? The divine purpose of Almighty God cannot fail. “The
Lord will perfect that which concerns me” (Psalm 138:8). Who has this assurance?
Those who are willing to be led through fiery trials. The Lord Himself will be with
usin thelion’sden, the fiery furnace, and the Garden of Gethsemane. There will be
no credit to our account, for the glory will al belong to the Divine Refiner. (James
1:12)

The glory of the New Jerusalem will not just be golden streets, but in the golden
stamp of theimage of God placed within Hischildren. “Hedid also predestinateto be
conformed to the images of His Son” (Romans 8:29). If you end up inthisholy City,
be sure to look me up, for | shall bethere. It will be the consequence of God’ s work
within both of us. (Ephesians 2:8-10) In the meantime, | say, Oh, God, continue to
burnwithin me Your refiningfire. I long to be holy and conformed to Your will, plan,
and purpose in the life and ministry of Dwight Porter.

M Or e Pel’ mnal VVOI‘ d (continued from page 3)

made aware of, so with thismotivation | continue. Other than my pulpit appearances,
amost al of our ministry ishandled by correspondence. Our postage cost isour second
or third largest expense. Thismedium has become asignificant factor in our planning
for the future. Because of post office regulations and cost increases, we have already
stopped regular overseas mailing of this publication and cassettes. The latest postal
increase raised the cost of mailing one cassette or CD from 63¢ to $1.30. Overseas
shipments have doubled in cost. Most all mail within the States has increased on the
average by 33 percent.

What should we do? The Lord has supplied our needs up to now, so why question
a reaction that curtails any present activity of rushing the Word to people in deep
distress? Sinceweare handling the Lord’ smoney, it iswisdom to check carefully who
is receiving our cassettes, CDs, and literature. We have no thought of denying any
person who requests these items, but we do wonder how many are on our listswho no
longer listenor read. Do pray for wisdominregardtothesematters. Let’ strust the God
Who hasbrought usthisfar to enabl e usto reach many more precioushearts. Knowing
our message, we should be mailing out 1,000 cassettes and/or CDs each bulk mailing.
It should be 5,000 for this publication. | believe the Lord would have usto possess at
least 1,000 peopleactively enrolled inour Bible Study Course. Pray with ustothisend!

TheWord of God
TheBibleisfilled with theimportance of our mind. To missthismatter weeasily
fall intoanemoational trap that dependsupon feeling or emotion. Hereisoneof themain

reasons we read and study the Word of
God. Let me encourage you to read it
daily. Thereistremendous power inthis
Book. Remember the Psalmist’s reason
for reading the Book of the Law of God
(Old Testament) in Psalm 119:9-15. |
agreewithapreacher of the past who said
sinwill keep you from thisBook and this
Book will keepyou fromsin. Hereisthe
solution to your drug, illicit sex, liquor,
disobedience, andrebelliousattitude. Y ou
must hear God speaking to you and at the
same time allow His information to be
filtered through your mind. Keep your
Bible closed and there is not one ray of
hope for you to be rescued from hell.
Open your mind to gospel preaching. In
thesedaysyou can hear it occasionally by
radio, television, Internet, the printed
page, or insomepulpits. Thereisno help
or hope for you other than the Word of
God. Read it for yourself! Believe you
are the sinner that God states you are.

Now We Know!

Along with me, have you wondered
at the shockinginroadsof homosexuality
inour society? Inthelast ten yearsthey
have made advances into every area of
our society, including church pastorsand
denominational leaders. Thereisamajor
backwash to this horrible action within
thereligiousfamilies. But it hasnot been
adequate to turn the tide of advance to
that which God classifies as abomina-
tion. Wehavefound an explanation asto
how thisis happening. | will not go into
much detail about thisal arming situation.
A billionaire homosexual has recruited
multi-millionaires to unite with him in
swaying the elections in this country.
Their staff iswatching all elections. If the
election is sufficiently influential, mil-
lionsof dollarswill be spent to defeat the
one running against the anti-gay candi-
date. Candidatesarethinkingtwiceabout
running for office when their opposition
has such support behind them.

Here is the explanation for so much
gay legislation and the judicial system
surrenderingtotheir support: Theloveof
money is still the root (source) of ALL
evil. (I Timothy 6:10) | am sureyouwill
hear moreabout theseactionsinthenews
media. | am not real sure of this, but |
hope so.
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Personal Word

Many inquire of our physical condition, so |
will reply through this medium. We both are well,
without pain or suffering. Personally, | am still
attached to a cane but hope to eliminate it soon. |
have declared thisfor sometime! | amabletowalk,
but nottoofar at onetime. | still get aroundto preach
indifferent pulpitsand am ableto carry thefull load
of my personal responsibility. Marian is still ac-
tively engaged in our ministry. Without her, we
would not accomplish our thrilling coverage of
thousands of people with the Word of God. By the
way, our web-site continues to expand with more
people securing our free literature through
www.thehourofgraceandpower.org.

Our son, John, now livesin alovely home in Sebastian on Roseland Road (about
amilefrom our home). Heispart of the Shiloh Y outh Ranch family. They have been
most gracious to him. Our four grandchildren live in Nevada, Indiana, and Taiwan.
John has been busy of late with his substitute teaching in the public school systemin
thiscounty. Hispersonal assistance with our computer system isgreatly appreciated.
Your prayersfor al of usare appreciated.

For Our Prayer Partners

We face some decisions concerning our web-site's future. We have done
wonderfully well, but can see much more ministry viathis method of communication.
Pray for wisdom in these future days of challenge. The requests for our Bible Study
Course areincreasing, but it is nothing compared to the potential. Personal interest in
genuine Bible study isfast departing from us asanation, even among Christians. Pray
for the involvement of many more in this unusually good Bible study course. Most
people have access to a CD player and can hear our messages on them. Do pray with
usfor many moretorequest themonaregular basis, aswell asthoseofferedindividually
inthispublication. All of them contain sound biblical teaching, along with wonderful
Christian music. Financial solicitation is not part of this ministry.

The Bible Way

Upon arriving as pastor at my first church in Wheeling, West Virginia, | had a
passionto build achurchtheBibleway. | began studying theearly Churchinthe Book
of Actsand cameto conclusionsthat it was against tradition. Down through the years
I had been taught by tradition that the local church was to be a soul-saving station.
People, in order to be saved, must come to church and sit under the pressure of the
pastor, with the evening service as the evangelistic thrust. It didn’t take long to
recognize this action was mere tradition and not biblical. Thiswas not the pattern of
the New Testament Church.

Christ instructed the early church peopleto gointo al the world and to preach the
gospel to every creature. (Mark 16:15) They were not to erect a church building and
thenwitnessto theunsaved. They wereto preach asthey weregoing. “Andhow | kept
back nothing that was profitable to you, but have showed you, and have taught you
publicly, and FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts
20:20,21). “And daily inthetemple, and in EVERY HOUSE, they ceased not to teach
and preach Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42).

TheMinistry of the Church
Thelocal assembliesof believersareto equip thesaintsto gointo the highwaysand
byways, communicating the Word of God. Within the church we find the strength of

fellowship, sharing our burdenswith one
another, and receive biblical instruction
for the purpose of spiritua strength to
fulfill God's plan for reaching the lost.
Remember that the purpose of Pentecost
was for spiritual power to be a faithful
witness. “But you shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you (not within you), and you shall be
witnessesto Mebothin Jerusalem, andin
al Judea, and in Samaria, and to the
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).
Here is the direction for our personal
missionfield. How can we concludethat
our ministry isto bewithin thefour walls
of our church? If wecannot personally go
around the world, then we are to support
thosewhodogoby our prayersand purse.
We dare not be satisfied with just our
“Jerusalem,” for our message must go
beyond our church.

Within our first month, we began to
mail gospel letters to the unsaved. Our
second year, we began the only local
broadcast in a community of 150,000
people. Inour lovely brick churchwehad
toopenwidethewindowsinthesummer-
time. Through these windows | could
plainly see the porches filled with our
Jewish neighbors. On these porches |
was preaching to ten timesthe number in
my auditorium. Years later | met one
man saved through our window preach-
ing. Friends, we must get our message
into homes and hearts outside our
churches.

The Lord enabled me to teach this
biblical emphasis at ministers' confer-
ences, the General Council of the Chris-
tian and Missionary Alliance, Baptist
Sunday school conferences, and in many
churches. Our churchministry istoequip
the Christians, that they may reach the
unsaved people, wherever and whenever
the Lord sends them across their path.
Thesinnersof today no longer attend our
churches. We should not expect them to.
Thisisnot themain purposeand ministry
of thelocal church.

I Want You to Know
The purpose of this information is
not financia appeal. Thingsare happen-
ing withinour ministry that you should be
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THE CULTURE OF DEATH

(continued from last month)

- from American Family Association

15. In 1990 thelargest Dutch gay organization (the COC) achieved asignificant
victory: lowering of the age of consent for homosexual sex in Holland to 12
(unlessthe parentsobject, inwhich caseit goesupto 15). Homosexual groups
in England recently lobbied and were successful in changing the legal age of
consent from 18 to 16. Homosexual and Leshian associations around the
world have also succeeded inlowering the age of consent asfollows. Canada,
14; Denmark, 15; France, 15; Spain, 13; Germany, 14; Japan, 13; |srael, 16;
Costa Rica, 15; Colombia and Paraguay, 14; and Argentina, 12. If adult
homosexuals are not interested in minors, why would they want the age of

16.

17.

18.

19.

consent lowered? Source: HLI & Human right Campaign
M ore people commit suicide in the United States than die of AIDS.
Source: CDC

Eighty-three (83) countries and territories now a fertility rate below the

threshold of 2.1 children per woman necessary to keep their populations

stable. Source: UN Statistics

MADD reported that five times more young adultsin the United Statesdiein

alcohol-related tragedies than all other deaths attributed to illegal drugs

combined.

pornography each year. Source: The Free Speech Coalition

It is estimated that Americans spend in excess of 12 billion dollars on
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We have discontinued our radio minis-
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in the Lord” | Corinthians 15:58
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